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The UN has declared 2011 as the International Year of Forests, a declaration endorsed 
by Pakistan. That the following tale unfolds even as the Government of Pakistan pays lip 
service to international declarations and treaties is symbolic of the innate inefficiency 
and negligence that have long been the hallmark of governance in Pakistan. 
 

Background 

 

Village Kakkapir lies in the crook formed by Mauripur Road as it bifurcates to go west to 
Hawke’s Bay and east toward Sandspit. Sheltered from the sea by a natural raised spit of 
sand with a row of beach huts to the south, the village is surrounded by mangrove forests 
and sea creeks to the north and west. To the east, the spit of land on which the village is 
situated runs into more mangrove punctuated by land formations that make for a small 
sheltered harbor. The village comprises of some three families. 
 
It is said that Kakkapir was established about a hundred years ago by fishermen hailing 
from Lyari which at that time was itself a fishing village. The families migrating out of 
Lyari are said to have taken up abode both in Kakkapir and Shamspir. The latter is an 
island separated from what is now called Hawke’s Bay by a channel about four hundred 
meters wide. While Kakkapir has always been a permanent habitation, the residents of 
Shamspir routinely migrated to the mainland during the hottest months of the year when 
dangerously high tides brought a halt to all fishing activity. 
 
The location of Kakkapir was perhaps selected for permanent occupation because of its 
natural situation: with the mangroves spread across three directions, access to and from 
the sea by a wide creek about three kilometers to the northeast, and the availability of a 
natural harbor, there could have been no better choice of abode for a community of 
fishing people. 
 
One Yunus, later to become a Haji, by caste a Mirbahar (like most people of Kakkapir), 
formerly from Lyari, took up residence alternately depending on the season in Shamspir 
and Kakkapir in the early 1970s. Shortly thereafter, he is reported to have aligned himself 
with two infamous smugglers, the Bhatti brothers of Kemari. Successful in their illegal 
trade, these two men had connections deep within the bureaucracy, law enforcement 
agencies and the politically powerful elite. Through this platform Yunus cultivated his 
own links in the corridors of power. These were to serve him well in the future. Indeed, 
even though he quickly became very well-connected with the ruling PPP of that time, it 
speaks of this man’s craftiness that he lost no ground after the military take-over of July 
1977. 
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It was during the decade of the 1970s that this man established a duly registered 
Fishermen’s Cooperative Society, with the ostensible objective of providing inexpensive 
plots for housing to poor fishing families. In reality however, this was his first attempt at 
grabbing land. How he manipulated the allotment of plots in the Society is now largely 
lost in the murk of chicanery and the passage of time. The few surviving elderly men who 
knew of his trickery, allege that he connived with corrupt junior level revenue officer to 
acquire a large tract of land in what subsequently became Yunusabad. 
 
In order to maintain the façade of a cooperative housing society, Yunus did actually allot 
some of the plots to local fishermen. Subsequently, he proceeded to buy back the plots 
for himself. There is also the allegation that those unwilling to sell were brow-beaten into 
submission or even forcefully ejected from their property. 
 
Whatever the case and howsoever he went about his business, Yunus did extremely well. 
By his own admission to this writer (preserved by digital recording) he is now the owner 
of plots worth tens of millions of rupees. The locality where the Fishermen’s Cooperative 
Housing Society was to be established, is today known as Yunusabad and there are no 
prizes for guessing who name the township takes. 
 
So far as Haji Yunus’s connections with the high and mighty of Sindh are concerned, 
there is no secret. Qadir Patel, the local parliamentarian is a close friend of the man. 
Himself of a humble background, Patel was an ordinary worker of People’s Students 
Federation in the 1970s. As wily as Yunus, this man ingratiated himself to the powerful 
PPP-backed Jamote family of Karachi. Once he had the family’s confidence, he somehow 
contrived to inveigle Zulfikar Jamote’s daughter and marry her. From then on this man’s 
upward march as a PPP politician was unstoppable. Today he is a steadfast supporter of 
Haji Yunus forever ready to intervene on his behalf with the police or any other agency. 
 
That is not the limit of connections that Yunus enjoys. As recently as March 2011, the 
provincial Home Minister Zulfikar Mirza attending a function at the Yunusabad 
residence of of Haji Yunus, went on record profusely eulogizing the man. Yunus’s 
liaisons within the corridors of power received a further boost when his son Zulfikar was 
elected in 2002 as the Nazim of the union council in which the villages of Hawke’s Bay 
and Sandspit fall. 
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The battle begins 

 
In the first couple of years of the current century, Haji Yunus came into conflict with the 
Kakkapir community. The reason was his destruction of the mangrove trees in the area 
and land reclamation for the purpose of plotting it out. Now, observation and experience 
spread across several generations had taught the fishing people that the inter-tidal 
mangrove swamps were nurseries for shrimps and prawns. They knew too that the denser 
the forest the better 
the crustacean 
population and vice 
versa. Moreover, folk 
wisdom also had it 
that these marvelous 
trees were effective 
bulwarks against 
tsunamis and cyclone-
generated waves.  
 
Since Yunus was 
directly threatening 
their very livelihood 
and safety, community elders pleaded with the man to stop. But aware of his connections 
and afraid of angering the man, the fishermen could only cajole and plead. They had no 
backing to confront him and make an unequivocal demand for cessation of the unlawful 
deforestation activity. As for Yunus, so confident was he of his connections that he 
remained disdainful and dismissive of the poor petitioners who time and again confronted 
him. 
 
In 1999, Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) initiated a mangrove protection project in 
Kakkapir. Complete with a walkway in the mangroves spreading north of Kakkapir, an 
observation tower and an educational centre, the project did quite well with a fairly high 
number of visitors the year round. Among the few locals that WWF hired, there was one 
Abdul Ghani of Kakkapir. It did not take long for his employers to come to regard Ghani 
as a valuable addition to the project. Soft-spoken and very civil, Ghani, a fisherman by 
profession, was admirably committed to the cause of mangrove protection. Coupled with 
that, he was a quick learner who soon had an admirable repertoire of technical knowledge 
regarding mangroves. 
 
With encouragement from WWF, Abdul Ghani established Fishermen’s Development 
Organization Kakkapir (FDOK or simply FDO). From this platform, strengthened by his 
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newly acquired knowledge about the importance of mangrove forests in the lives of 
fishing communities, Ghani found a voice that had never been his. He was now able to 
take on Haji Yunus as an equal. And so began a conflict between the well-connected land 
grabber of Yunusabad and the poor fishing community of Kakkapir. 
 
Despite several meetings with him in which Ghani was accompanied by his colleagues 
from FDO, there was no effect on Yunus. He was simply not willing to desist from his 
relentless cutting down of mangrove trees and land reclamation activity in the area. The 
community invoked the Forest Act of 1927 which declares mangrove trees a protected 
species. Even so, far from ceasing his illegal activity, Haji Yunus did not so much as 
slow down his work. An early indication of the way things were shaping up is given by a 
news report of 6 July 2006 in the Urdu daily Jang. 
 
The said news item concerns the petition of one Mohammad Haroon (of FDO) to the 
Sindh High Court against the cutting of mangroves and land transformation. The petition 
implicated Zulfikar Yunus, the Revenue Department and the provincial government in 
this illegal activity. The court passed an interim order in support of the petition and 
instructed a court official to ensure implementation of the order with the help of law 
enforcement personnel. The report adds Haji Yunus and his cronies obstructed the court 
official and the police, even going so far as to threaten the visiting team with death. 
 
The honorable court 
also placed an embargo 
on the alteration of and 
selling of land in 
Kakkapir and 
surrounding area. That 
was in the beginning of 
July 2006. 
 
It needs be 
conceded 
here that Yunus 
guided by his 
insatiable greed for wealth and abetted by his cronies was not the first to indulge in 
wholesale slaughter of mangrove forests in and around Karachi. Post Qasim authority and 
Defense Officers Housing Authority have played their own pernicious parts. In the early 
1990s the district administration relocated the city’s truck stand to Mauripur and 
consequently cut down a vast swathe of trees near the Marine Academy on Mauripur 
Road. The newly denuded land was reclaimed the land by earth filling and on it was 
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raised a veritable city of truck stands, workshops, stores and residential buildings. By one 
estimate a hundred acres of mangroves were lost in this action. 
 
As confrontation followed confrontation, Haji Yunus brought down pressure on FDO. On 
16 July 2007, FIR number 155/07 was registered against unknown persons by Zulfikar 
Yunus. It alleged that five persons who from their language seemed to be Pathans entered 
his home at four o’clock early morning, broke down the door of his bedroom, terrorized 
his family and roundly thrashed him. It is singularly curious that the home that the 
complainant shares with his father has high walls and armed guards. Yet the police was 
ever eager to register this FIR. 
 
What is even more interesting is that the charge sheet prepared by the police after the 
preliminary investigation, implicates one Akbar, a member of FDO, as one of the 
attackers. This discovery is perhaps symbolic of the mysterious workings of the Pakistan 
Police. On a serious note however, this was one of the early attempts by Haji Yunus and 
his team to browbeat his opposition into submission. 
 
Although FDO did bring some collective strength to the community, it was still a long 
way from becoming a potent bulwark against the illegal activities of Haji Yunus. 
Thinking that the Pathan settlers of northwest Karachi would be in a position to defend 
them in the fight for their rights, the people of Kakkapir joined the Pathan-dominated 
Awami National Party. An ANP office was set up in the village, but if the community 
had any illusions about Pathan assistance in their battle against Yunus, there were soon 
dispelled. Disillusioned, the community distanced itself from the political party and in 
2008 in a renewed attempt to become stronger yet, became a part of Pakistan Fisherfolk 
Forum. 
 
Meanwhile, even as Haji Yunus continued his unlawful felling of mangroves and earth 
filling of the swamp, Global Environment Fund (GEF) an auxiliary of United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) engaged with FDO in an eco-tourism project. Funded to 
the tune of Rs 4 million, the initiative entailed a fully equipped information centre, and a 
pier for three fiber-glass outboard fitted boats. On the one hand, this project aimed at 
raising awareness among the general public concerning the importance of mangrove 
forests in order to garner support for their conservation. On the other hand, it meant to 
provide an alternate source of income to the community of Kakkapir (that was to operate 
the project) during the months of high summer when dangerous seas prevented all fishing 
activity. 
 
As news of the simmering conflict between the fishing community of Kakkapir and the 
local land mafia became better known, a government notification appeared on the scene. 
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Issued on 22 November 2010, the Government of Sindh notification numbered 
F&W(SOII)5(18)2008 invoked the Forest Act of 1927 which declared mangrove forests 
as a protected species. Clearly, this new notification was issued with the intent of making 
the preservation of mangrove forest ever more specific in terms of areas notified as 
‘Protected Forests’. The notification was to come into ‘immediate effect’. Schedule II of 
this new document clearly specified the protected areas within the limits of Karachi. 
These being the deltaic areas of KPT, Lyari and Malir rivers in Kemari and Saddar towns 
of Karachi city. 
 
The document further goes on to specify the areas by coordinates of longitude and 
latitude. Village Kakkapir, Yunusabad and surrounding areas where Haji Yunus is 
engaged in his illegal deforestation fall within these geographical bounds. The document 
was copied to Senior Member Board of Revenue, Chairperson KPT, Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Sindh, and Personal Secretary to the Minister for Home and Forests. The last 
being none other than the honorable Zulfikar Mirza who is known to be a close friend of 
Haji Yunus. 
 
It may be that this fresh notification was issued when someone in the provincial 
government became aware of the battle between land grabber and conservationists 
getting increasingly hot. However, this is currently not known. Be that as it may, the 
notification was to become effective immediately upon publication. Yet, seven months 
after its issuance, the team of miscreants led by Haji Yunus and his ex-Nazim son 
continue to destroy the mangrove trees of the area specified in the document. 
 

Things come to a head 

 
In the course of his land grabbing, Haji Yunus encroached upon the WWF facility outside 
Kakkapir village as early as 2006. Inexplicably, WWF remained a silent bystander even 
as the man’s activity undermined the very project the organization had undertaken with 
considerably outlay only a few years previously. 
 
Emboldened by this passivity, late in 2010 Haji Yunus and his cronies demanded that 
Abdul Ghani (as President FDO) hand over possession of the building used for the GEF 
eco-tourism centre. The man, it is reported, wanted to establish his own office in the 
premises. Saying that no individual but a project owned the building and he or FDO had 
no authority over its ownership, Ghani refused to vacate the building or hand it over. 
 
At about this same time, Haji Yunus took over the Kakkapir football ground. Since the 
best way of ‘legitimizing’ an unlawful annexation is the building of a mosque on the land 



9 

 

in question, the land grabber did just that. This blatant thuggery made the hitherto 
submissive community come out openly and vocally against the mangrove and land 
mafia. The community’s refusal to hand over the eco-tourism center as well as their new-
found rebellion heightened the long simmering conflict by several notches. 
 
On 16 January 2011, Zulfikar Yunus and some twenty armed men descended upon the 
eco-tourism centre, broke the locks and having removed the computers and other office 
equipment set the furniture alight. As the building burned, the men destroyed the nearby 
pier. Thereafter, having removed the outboard engines from the three boats, they fired 
them completely destroying two of them. The gutted building of the eco-tourism centre 
was then taken over by Haji Yunus’s men who put it under their own lock and key.  

 
 
On 23 January 2011, one Fakir registered FIR number 43/2011 with the concerned police 
station. It recorded that the community centre had been burgled and a number of electric 
motors, water pumps and steel girders stolen. He nominated several office bearers of 
FDO including its president Abdul Ghani. 
 
Two weeks later, on 1 February 2011, another person, by name Mohammad Shafi, 
registered another case with Mauripur police station. FIR number 53/2011 declaims that 
at ten o’clock on the night of 16 January, Abdul Ghani, Haji Abubakr and three other 
men of FDO accompanied by Mohammad Ali Shah, who heads PFF, came to the eco-
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tourism office. The men, so the FIR alleges, were all armed and ordered Shafi and the 
others to vacate the building in order for a PFF office to be established in it. 
 
This has to be tops among the most peculiar cases of the century. Here was FDO headed 
by Abdul Ghani working in association with UNDP-GEF and operating the eco-tourism 
centre and boating facility to earn a reasonable income from it. Yet, if one were to believe 
the two FIRs mentioned above, in a fit of madness Ghani, other members of FDO and 
Shah of PFF ganged up to, first, demand possession of a facility that was already in their 
control. Secondly, to destroy it when it was a source of income for them. 
 
However, when Shafi refused, so the FIR states, the attackers set upon him and the others 
with the butts of the weapons they bore. The screams of the victims brought out a large 
number of villagers upon which, according to the FIR, the attackers fled firing in the air. 
Interestingly, the FIR makes no mention of the office suffering arson. In a telephonic 
conversation with this writer, Haji Yunus alleged that it was burned that same evening by 
the team led by Mohammad Ali Shah. However, for some strange and mysterious reason, 
Haji Yunus and his team failed to mention arson as one of the crimes committed that 
evening. 
 
The question here is what happened between 16 January, the day of the attack and arson, 
and 1 February when the FIR was registered? 
 
It is well known that an FIR can be registered with a police station in Pakistan only by, 
one, paying a hefty bribe or, two, by the direct involvement of local provincial or federal 
parliamentarian or any other influential person. On 17 January, the day after the sacking 
of the office, Mohammad Ali Shah, Abdul Ghani and Haji Abubakr went to the 
concerned police station with a written application for FIR registration. According to 
Shah, the Station House Officer flung the application back at the petitioners saying there 
was no way he was entertaining their complaint and that they were free to turn to 
whichever quarter they wished.  
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Mohammad Ali Shah and the office bearers of FDO then submitted a petition to Citizens-
Police Liaison Committee pleading for the 
concerned police station to be pressured to 
registering their legitimate complaint. 
All they received was a patient 
hearing and nothing else. Seeing 
that nothing could be expected to 
come out of talking to CPLC, the 
team turned to the Home Minister’s 
Complaint Cell. Again, all that Shah 
and the effectees of Kakkapir got was 
a sympathetic hearing. No action 
followed. It is noteworthy that even as late as the 
end of May, the police has refused to entertain the complaint 
of FDO – this despite the orders of Sindh High Court. 
 
With no succor in sight, PFF called for a consultative meeting on 1 February 2011. 
Apparently, as word of this event got around, fearing that the occurrence of arson and 
theft at the Kakkapir eco-tourism centre could cause him trouble, Haji Yunus arranged 
for the FIR nominating the office bearers of PFF and FDO. It is remarkable that he did 
not include arson in his application to the police. One wonders how, having overlooked 
its inclusion in the FIR, he now explains its occurrence. 
 
Invitees to the consultative meeting included the provincial Minister for Environment 
(from MQM), environmentalists from government departments and NGOs, several 
members of the civil society and Taj Haider of PPP. Following a presentation by PFF, 
both politicos made high-falutin declarations in favor of the Kakkapir community. 
Redress of their grievance against police bias was pledged and the immediate halt of the 
illegal cutting of mangroves was called for. 
 
Other than the expending of this hot air, nothing else came out of this meeting. 
Subsequently, Mohammad Ali Shah repeatedly tried to contact both worthy politicians, 
one from PPP and the other from MQM but with little success. Letters were written to the 
provincial police chief, the President of Pakistan as well as the Home Minister (also 
holding the portfolio for Forests). Not one office responded. 
 
One significant outcome of the consultative meeting was that the Forest Department was 
coaxed into registering an FIR against the illegal destruction of mangrove forests. 
Though the department nominated Haji Yunus, his son Zulfikar and several other cronies, 
the police registered the case against ‘unknown persons’. However, by some abstruse 
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mechanism, the charge sheet prepared against this FIR named Mohammad Ali Shah, 
Abdul Ghani, Haji Abubakr and several others of Kakkapir as the culprits behind 
mangrove cutting. Strange indeed is the working of the police in Pakistan. 
 
On 8 February PFF led a two-day protest March from Kakkapir to the Sindh Assembly. 
Ending at the ICI Bridge, Mauripur, on the first day, the marchers reached the assembly 
building on the following day. Demanding that the corrupt police officers supporting the 
land mafia be removed from office immediately, several hundred protestors from Karachi 
and outside threatened to forcibly enter the building to get a proper hearing. 
 
It goes to the credit of Deputy Speaker Shehla Raza that she came out and assured the 
protesters that their demands will be met. She pledged that the illegal cutting of 
mangroves would cease forthwith and the police officers alleged to be supporting the 

mafia would be removed from their posts within three days. It will not be out of place to 
mention here that during this march, Senior Superintendent of Police, Kemari also 
assured the protestors that the officer in-charge of Mauripur police station would be 
removed. That was on 9 February 2011. At the time of this writing in early June, none of 
the promises by the worthy Deputy Speaker have materialized. 
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Fighting a losing battle 

 
Repeated attempts by Mohammad Ali Shah to access Taj Haider eventually did result in a 
series of meetings. However, it was clear after the first that there was little Mr Haider 
would be able to do to address the concerns of the Kakkapir village. Meanwhile, the 
mafia headed by Haji Yunus was busily cutting down the mangrove trees and dumping 
truckload upon truckload of earth to fill in the newly denuded inter-tidal swamp. 
 
It was on one of his visits to the Sindh Assembly about this time (mid-February 2011) 
that Mohammad Ali Shah told the officer from special police manning the entrance to the 
assembly building that in two days’ time he was bringing thousands of fisher people from 
all over the province to protest the activities of the Kakkapir land mafia. Within hours 
Shah received a phone call from the Chief Minister. This resulted in a meeting between 
Zulfikar Mirza, the Home Minister, and Mohammad Ali Shah. 

 
The meeting ended with the minister constituting a committee headed by MPA Lal 
Bukhsh Bhutto to examine the case and submit a detailed report within one week. 
Needless to record here that until the time of this writing, fully three months after the 
meeting, no report has materialized. However, one week after the meeting and formation 
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of the committee, the Home Minister went on record extolling Haji Yunus while visiting 
the latter’s home in Yunusabad! 
 
Shortly after the two-day protest march of early February, the land grabber’s men had 
encroached upon the natural harbor where the Kakkapir fishermen moored their boats. 
The harbor was spacious enough for the three hundred odd boats of the village. On the 
last day of May 2011, this writer saw a much shrunken mooring place capable of holding 
no more than a hundred or so boats. Much of the rest of the area in the immediate vicinity 
stood denuded of its mangrove trees and partially filled in with earth. Nearby this scribe 
also saw a number of foundations of boundary walls. 
 
Upon being asked where they would moor their boats especially when the seas of mid-
summer became dangerous, Bashir of FDO wordlessly shrugged his shoulders, spread out 
his hands in helplessness, looked skyward and said. ‘We don’t know where our boats will 
go. We don’t even know if we will be able to continue living in this village.’ 
 
Meanwhile, besides causing loss of office equipment and outboard motors putting paid to 
a system of income generation for the Kakkapir community, the arson of 16 January had 
another deeper and more pernicious effect. Bolstered with income from the eco-tourism 
project, the community had taken over an abandoned government school building to 
establish the first ever school in Kakkapir. The arson destroyed seven hundred copies of 
textbooks of various grades as well as some other teaching materials that were stored in 
the office. 
 
It was only with the assistance of some members of the civil society who had long been 
in associated with the mangrove protection work in Kakkapir that the school was got 
going again. These individuals (with Sohail Osman Ali, a Chartered Accountant and 
well-known social activist in the forefront) made liberal contributions to provide anew 
the materials lost in the fire. 
 
With a view to pressuring the Kakkapir community in every possible way, Haji Yunus 
contrived to have the water supply to the village disconnected. Rather than buckle under 
this new difficulty, the community opted to purchase water by tankers. For poor fishing 
families who barely make ends meet under normal circumstances, this was a heavy 
burden. 
 
In this modern day and age, it is difficult to keep real news under wraps. As word of the 
sacking of the GEF-funded word hit the press, a team of journalists from Dawn visited 
the area for detailed investigation. Headed by Faiza Ilyas, the journalists witnessed 
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mangrove timber being brought out from the forest and the swamps being filled in and 
parceled out as plots. 
 
It is pertinent to note here that most of the buyers of these newly emerging plots are not 
local fishermen or their families. The new property owners in and around Kakkapir are 
mostly Baloch, Pathans and some Punjabis. There are also several Burmese and Bengalis, 
living in Pakistan as illegal, unregistered aliens. These outsiders make up a significant 
part of the manpower behind Haji Yunus and his unlawful activity. 
 
Even as the area is turned into an ecological wasteland, its demographic complexion also 
simultaneously is being changed. What was once the home of only Sindhi and some few 
Baloch fishing families, is now fast being swallowed up by outsiders while the real 
owners of this land, people whose ancestors lived here for across several generations are 
slowly being turned into outcasts. 
 
Unrelenting efforts by PFF and FDO paid some dividends when, after two hearings, the 
court issued a stay order against the cutting of trees in the mangrove swamps of Kakkapir 
and adjoining areas. The honorable court also ordered the police to intervene to 
implement this order. Subsequent police action (inaction, actually) flew in the face of the 
justice system of Pakistan because the cutting continues without let or hindrance. 
 
Even though the police, openly in cahoots with the land mafia led by Haji Yunus, failed 
to enforce the court’s order, the mere act by Abdul Ghani, the petitioner for the stay 
order, seeking judicial intervention infuriated Haji Yunus. Exactly one week after the 
passing of the court’s order, two murders most tragic and committed in the most 
dastardly manner occurred. 

Have they died in vain? 

On 5 May 2011, a function was held in Kakkapir to celebrate the founding day of PFF. 
An hour after the culmination of the function, at 6.30 pm, Zulfikar Yunus accompanied 
by about two dozen armed men descended upon Kakkapir. They broke open the door of 
the house of Haji Mohammad Siddique, an FDO activist. It needs be pointed out here that 
this elderly man had earlier been threatened with death by Haji Yunus for his support to 
FDO. He was now manhandled and terrorized and his sons badly thrashed and ordered to 
withdraw the judicial petition against cutting of mangrove trees. 
 
Now while all this was going on, wedding celebrations were also afoot in another part of 
the village. One Musa, attending the function, collapsed and died. Some say he suffered a 
heart attack when the celebratory aerial firing began. Others tell of his collapse just 

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/05/martyrdom-for-mangroves/
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before the first shots rang out. Be that as it may, the death of Musa has a very peculiar 
twist. 
 
Haji Yunus had an FIR registered against the three sons of Haji Mohammad Siddique for 
the murder of Musa. Indeed, the body of Musa did have a bullet injury. However, none of 
those who saw the man collapsing during the wedding celebrations recall any blood on 
his clothing. Hamida, the dead man’s sister (interviewed 28 May 2011), says she was at 
the wedding not far from her brother and was immediately called to his side as he passed 
out. Hamida vehemently declares that there was no wound to Musa’s body, nor blood on 
his clothing at that time. She was at hand when her unconscious brother was put in a van 
to be taken to the hospital. 
 
Representatives from FDO firmly believe and allege that Musa was shot by Haji Yunus’s 
men after he died on the way to the hospital. The aim was to implicate the most vocal 
activists from Kakkapir. 
 
Meanwhile, after firing in the air and also at Siddique’s house, the men withdrew. (Bullet 
marks were seen on 29 May as well as the broken door to the otaq or sitting room). 
Shortly after midnight, the attackers returned again. It must be recognized that by now, 
the other party must surely have activated their plan of turning Musa’s death into a 
murder. This time they ran amok through the village indiscriminately firing at people’s 
homes and in the air, ransacking homes, terrorizing women and children and thrashing 
whatever men they came across. Unable to stand up to them, most men (and a large 
number of women and children as well) fled to the safety of the mangrove forest. Fearful 
for their lives, most of them remained there until daybreak. 
 
When the commotion died down after about half an hour, some men started trickling 
back to their homes. Among these were Abdul Ghani and Haji Abubakr, the leading 
lights of FDO. Unbeknownst to the terrified people of Kakkapir, the attackers had not 
withdrawn, however. They were hiding in the village. They pounced upon Ghani, 
Abubakr and one Mohammad Akbar and forcibly took them away. The kidnapping took 
place in the sight and hearing of a number of residents of Kakkapir. 
 
Akbar contrived to escape and returned home. He reported that the kidnappers had 
roundly thrashed him and the others during which time, he managed to run away. The 
next morning, 6 May 2011, Haji Mohammad Siddique and Mohammad Ali Shah received 
calls from associates in Shamspir Island. Both men were informed that the bodies of the 
two activists kidnapped by Haji Yunus’s men only hours earlier from Kakkapir had been 
fished out of the sea. 
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The police had thus far been reluctant to entertain anyone from FDO or PFF for the 
registration of cases. But now the presence of two dead bodies was too much even for a 
highly criminalized police force to get away without registering a case. FIR number 
93/11 registered on the complaint of Mohammad Akbar (the man who escaped the 
kidnapping) named Haji Yunus, his son Zulfikar, Shakil, Haroon and Usman as the 
midnight attackers who kidnapped the three men at gunpoint. 
 
A medico-legal examination was carried out the same afternoon, that is, 6 May. At serial 
20 of the report has, ‘Opinion as to the cause, or probable cause, of death.’ The 
handwritten answer is, ‘Cause of death reserved for chemical report.’ 
 
The chemical report numbered 5381/82 dated 21 May 2011, by the Director Laboratories 
& Chemical Examiner to the Government of Sindh categorically records the absence of 
alcohol from the stomach, liver and other internal organs of the deceased. Likewise, both 
bodies were free of any poisons or sleep-inducing drugs. The report also states that there 
was no blood on the clothing recovered from the bodies of Ghani and Abubakr. This 
latter implies that there were no external injuries. Though the report does not lay down 
explicitly that the two men drowned, that is, with seawater in the lungs or stomach, the 
implication nevertheless is that drowning had occurred. 
 
None of the five men nominated for the kidnapping were ever arrested, however. They 
are said to have all absconded on the morning of the discovery of the two dead bodies. By 
one account, they were actually at the Yunusabad residence of Haji Yunus. It was from 
the safety of this house, it is reported, that the accused filed for pre-arrest bails. 
 
In order to give the lie to the FIR for the murder of two innocent men, the common bail 
application of the accused persons states that since Mohammad Akbar had failed to 
approach the police until after the discovery of the corpses of Abdul Ghani and Abubakr, 
the incident of murder was concocted. Within days, all five accused were out on bail. 
 
The truth is that having escaped from the kidnappers, Akbar hid in the mangrove forest 
for some time. Thereafter, he called the police emergency at 115 and even though he 
reported the kidnapping, he failed to move the police to action. Meanwhile, Mohammad 
Ali Shah having been informed of the kidnapping also called Mauripur Police Station 
about 3.00 AM. He was told that all was quiet in Kakkapir and that no firing or any other 
disturbance was reported. 
 
In a telephonic conversation with this writer Haji Yunus gave his own version of the 
events of the night between 5/6 May 2011. Abdul Ghani and Haji Abubakr having been 
nominated in the murder of Musa were attempting to swim from Hawke’s Bay to 
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Shamspir Island in order to escape arrest at the hands of the police. According to Yunus, 
the water of the four hundred meter-wide channel between the shore and the island being 
contaminated, the two men drowned. 
 
Haji Yunus has probably never heard of or seen picnickers swimming in the same 
channel without being affected by the so-called lethal waters. In the same breath the man 
also alleges that both men being heavily intoxicated with alcohol were incapable of 
swimming the narrow channel. 
 
This man conveniently overlooks the fact that both Ghani and Abubakr were strong, 
expert swimmers and divers. Ghani was a certified lifeguard as well whose family has 
photos of him receiving awards for his life saving work. If Abubakr who was in his mid 
to late fifties, had been in danger of drowning, Ghani could surely have taken him to the 
shore of Shamspir, especially when the channel is somewhat less than four hundred 
meters wide. 
 
Yunus also informed this writer that the chemical examination of the corpses had shown 
the men had been drinking. Report 5381/82 mentioned above finds no trace of alcohol in 
their systems. However, it is well known how these things are manipulated and forged all 
the time in Pakistan and it should be of no surprise to anyone if Haji Yunus has a 
chemical examination report that does indeed find large amounts of alcohol in the 
stomach and liver of Abdul Ghani and Abubakr. At the same time it will be perfectly 
normal if the original report numbered 5381/82 of 21 May 2011, disappears from official 
record. 

An independent inquiry by HRCP. 

 

On 8 May 2011, an independent fact-finding team from Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan visited Kakkapir to ascertain the facts for itself. In a nutshell, the findings of this 
team are given under. 

! That a land grabbing mafia was active in the area. 
! That this mafia had inflicted large scale damage to the protected mangrove 

forests. 
! That a long festering conflict between the land grabbing mafia and the fishing 

community of Kakkapir had come to full fruition in early January 2011. 
! That on the plea of Mohammad Ali Shah of PFF, the Sindh Home Minister had 

nominated MPA Lal Buksh Bhutto to investigate and submit a report. 
! That even after a passage of four months there is neither investigation nor report. 

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/05/accused-in-pff-activists%E2%80%99-murders-%E2%80%98guilty%E2%80%99/
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! That Abdul Ghani and Haji Abubakr were kidnapped by the men of Haji Yunus. 
It is of special interest that this report indicates that the fifteen odd cronies of 
Yunus and his son were accompanied by several policemen. 

! That the bodies of two men, namely, Abdul Ghani and Haji Abubakr of Kakkapir 
were fished out of the sea on the morning of 6 May 2011 

 

Campaigns gets continued  

 
After the murder of two activists two important events have been held: A mega Sit-in 
demonstration in front of Sindh Assembly and convention of   all parties’ conference and 
subsequent formation of Amami Jido Jahad committee. On 19 May, 2011 Pakistan 
Fisherfolk forum held a mega sit in demonstration in Karachi in front of Sindh Assembly 

demanding the immediate arrest of Murderers of two PFF activists, immediate suspension 
of SHO Maripur and dislodging fake FIRs on PFF workers. More than five thousand 
people both male and female participated in rally coupled with emotionally charged 
slogans and cultural songs .However; thousand of fisherfolks were intercepted on various 
routes to stop their arrival on the spot. As a result, Thousands of fishermen were stopped 
at ICI Bridge in Karachi   where police made firing on them. As a result six fisherman 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C06%5C10%5Cstory_10-6-2011_pg7_13
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including two women got injured. In the same way, thousands of fishermen were stopped 
at Thatta and Hyderbad Toll Plazas. Despite such hindrances, and cordon offs,  PFF 
comrades gathered numbering into thousands  and marched from Press Club Karachi 
towards the Sindh Assembly.Near the Sindh Assembly Police stopped them. As a result, 
Sit-in demonstration was held. After a while CCPO south Karachi came and requested 
PFF Chairperson to culminate the demonstration. The PFF chairperson made three 
demands:  Arrest of Murderers of two PFF activists, suspension of SHO Maripur and 
police officials involved in firing on PFF workers and dislodging fake FIRs on PFF 
workers. CCPO ensured the realization of all three demands within three days. On such 
assurance, PFF culminated the demonstration and fisherman dispersed peacefully 
warning that if demands are not completed, PFF will again held demonstration having 
more than fifteen  thousand fishermen. 

On 17th June Representatives of all political parties under the umbrella of All Parties 
Conference (APC), convened by Joint Action Committee (JAC), have thrown their 
weight behind Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) activists seeking justice for the families 
of two of their comrades who had been murdered allegedly because of their struggle to 

protect mangrove plantations along the coast. Those in attendance included Workers 
Party Pakistan’s (WPP) Yusuf Mastikhan, Jeay Sindh Mahaz’s Ghayas Chandio and 
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Abdul Khaliq Junejo, Manzoor Badayuni from the Pakistan People’s Party, Shah 
Mohammad Shah of the Sindh United Party; Jamaat-e-Islami’s Mohammad Hussain 
Mehenti and Muslim Pervez, Awami Jamhoori Party’s Hanif Chandio, PPP-Shaheed 
Bhutto’s Abdul Qayum, Pakistan Awami Party’s Ghayasuddin, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’s Ateeq Qureshi, and Khawaja Izhar-ul-Hassan from the Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement. Human Rights Commission of Pakistan’s (HRCP) Jam Saqi represented the 
civil society. A committee was also constituted to draw up a course of action to support 
the ongoing struggles of workers from the Karachi Electric Supply Company and 
Pakistan Railways. WPP’s Yusuf Mastikhan will head the committee while PFF 
President Mohammad Ali Shah will be part of it. It was decided to convene a meeting on 
June 13 in Kakapir Village to devise a course of action. All parties conference formed 
Awami Jidojahad committee. 

Struggle from other fronts: 

Pakistan Fisherfolk forum has continued this struggle from various fronts. It has written 
to various human rights Network and other Forums. As a result, Asian human rights 
commission has released various updates including appeals urging govermnet of Pakistan 
to take due action.  The members of World forum of Fisher people a biggest network of 
fisherman has written letters to embassies of Pakistan in their respective countries urging 
them to ask government of Pakistan to take immediate action against land grabbers. 
Besides, International network for economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR), the 
largest global network of 180 organizations and 43 individuals from 66 different 
countries working for human rights has written a joint letter to President of Pakistan and 
other authorities as well to Ms Margaret Sekaggya, UN Special Rapporteur urging them 
to take immediate action for arrest of murderers of activists of Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum 
(PFF) and giving complete check to degradation of mangroves forests in the area. 

 
End Note: 
 
Kakkapir residents allege that Abdul Ghani and Abubakr were drowned by Haji Yunus 
and his men and their bodies dumped in the sea. But Yunus and his gang know that dead 
men tell no tales. There are witnesses to the kidnapping of the two men; none to the 
actual murder. Given the connections Haji Yunus enjoys with the powerful of the 
province, there is every fear that all this will become ‘circumstantial evidence’ which 
may not be good enough for conviction. 
 
Outsiders like Sohail Osman Ali and others who have been engaged with the Kakkapir 
community for a decade are fully aware of the vicious land grabbing activity of Haji 
Yunus and his son. Details of the conflict between Kakkapir and FDO on one side and 
the land grabbers on the other are known from the extensive coverage in the press. This 
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coverage was extensive especially after the conflict escalated in December 2010. Few 
details of this case are now hidden. 
 
There is something extremely sordid in the way neither Shehla Raza, the Deputy Speaker 
of the Sindh assembly nor SSP Kemari could deliver on their promise of the removal of 
the SHO of Mauripur police station. Clearly there are powers much higher than these two 
that stand behind Haji Yunus and his cronies. This can also be gauged from the way PFF 
and FDO were never entertained by the police in their complaints against the land 
grabber. 
 
Abdul Ghani and Haji Abubakr, two good me, who stood for the rights of their 
community are dead. Nothing that anyone can do will bring them back to life. All that the 
State of Pakistan can now do is to ensure justice. Only then will the two gratuitous deaths 
be redeemed. Even then, only in a very, very insignificant way. 
 
 
However, the campaign for protection and conservation of mangroves has not come into 
end. It has flourished with new spirit and vigor. Kaka pir Villagesr from the platform of 
PFF has revitalized their efforts because they own the issue. They are persistent because 
the campaign is driven by them, led by PFF and supported by Media houses, 
International human Rights and other networks. 
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Annexure:  

Annex‐1: Mangroves declared as Protected Forests ‐ Notification 

Sindh Government:  
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Annex‐2: Report of fact finding Committee led by HRCP.  

   

Report of fact finding Committee  

      Date of incident: May 5, 2011 

Name of victims: Mr. Haji Abu Bakar, son of Haroon, Resident of Kakkapir village, 
Sandspit Maripur, Kemari twon, Karachi. President of Fisher Folk Development 
organization.  
Mr. Abdul Ghani, son of Muhammad Siddique, Resident of Kakkapir village,Sandspit, 
Maripur, Kemari twon, Karachi. General Secretary social welfare org of Kakapir village. 

Both were also office bearer of Fisher Folk and elected council member of City 
Government  

Names of alleged perpetrators:- Mr. Haji Muhammad Younis, Former president of 
Pakistan Fishermen Cooperative Society, Resident of Younus abad,  Kakapir village,  
Sandspit, Maripur, Kemari town, Karachi,  Mr. Zulfiqar Younis, son of Haji Muhammad 
Younis, Former Town Nazim of Kemari Town, Resident of Younus abad Kakapir 
village, Sandspit, Maripur, Kemari Town, Karachi 

2.Area of incident: Maripur police stationKakkapir village,Sandspit Maripur, Kemari 
town, Karachi Background:Two fisher folk activists - Mr. Haji Abu Bakar, President of 
Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum (PFFF) Kaka village unit and Mr. Abdul Ganai Mirbahar, 
General Secretary of Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum unit Kaka village Karachi Division 
were murdered by land mafia goons allegedly led by Mr. Haji Younis and his son 
Zulfiqar Younis on May 5, 2011. These two activists were being threatened by land mafia 
since January when they attacked their village and occupied the office of Pakistan Fisher 
Folk Forum Kaka pir unit at main Road of Sandspit.  

 After alleged murder of above referred PFF activists HRCP constitute a Fact –Finding 
team (FFT) team headed by Mr. Asad Iqbal But, Council member of HRCP. Other FFT 
members were; 

1.Mr. Asad Iqbal But  council member of HRCP 

2. Abdul Hai  HRCP 

3. Mr. Hasan Athar HRCP 

4. Mr. Kashan Kashi  HRCP 

5. Mr. Shafi seyal HRCP  

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/05/accused-in-pff-activists%E2%80%99-murders-%E2%80%98guilty%E2%80%99/
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6. Ms. Mehnaz Rehman  Aurat foundation  

7. Ms. Meryam  -Do- 

8. Ms. Rahima  SPO 

9. Mr. Umer Abas  NOWC 

10. Mr. Ovaisuddin   HRCP 

11. Mr. Shujauddin qurashi  PILER 

FFT reached the place of incident on Sunday, May 8th, 2011, at around 12.30 a.m to 
offer condolence to the victim’s family and PFF workers. FFT was informed by the 
people that due to aerial firing in a marriage ceremony in Kaka peer village a worker Mr. 
Moosa Mir Bahar  of Fisherman Co-operative Society resident of same village received 
gun shot and he later on died in the hospital. On May 5th 2011 villagers celebrated 13th 
birthday of Pakistan Fisher Folk forum at the village.  An FIR was registered against Haji 
Abu Baker 2. Mr. Ghulam  3. Aijaz and 4. Mr.Ishaque .  On the same night a police party 
headed by Haji Muhammad younus,  Zulfiqar younus s/0 Haji Muhammad Younus  along 
with some 25 to 26 armed persons and SHO Nasrullah Khan along with police party in 
three Police mobiles surrounded the houses of  Aijaz, Haji Abu Bakar s/o Haroon, Abdul 
Ghani. All of them were resident of Peer Kaka village, Sandspits, Maripoor Karachi.  

On 10th May, 2011, FFT comprising. The above named members visited the residence of 
above three persons and interviewed their acquaintances and family members including 
women folks. They narrated that on May, 6th at 02. a.m. , police party and 25 to 26 arms 
loaded persons in civilians cloths broke into the main entrance gate of the village and 
beside this they thrown grenade on the unit office of Pakistan fisher folk forum. They 
broke into the house and misbehaved abused and beat men and women by grabbing those 
hairs, shouting and abusing them. They took away Abdul Ghani and Haji Abu Bakar.  

Next day, brutally tortured dead bodies of both, Haji Abu Bakar Meerbahar and Abdul 
Ghani Meerbahar were found at Shumshabad (Ireland) at 8.00 a.m. on the morning of 
May, 6 2011.    

To protect themselves younger boys of the village escaped and hide in nearby 
Mangroves. 

Mr. Siddique the father of Aijaz, Akbar and others stated that the police are in 
collaboration with land mafia who is in close contacts with political and influential 
persons of PPP.  

The team visited the whole village and found that despite of the appeal of fisher folk, the 
government authorities, the law enforcement agencies including the police failed to 
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protect the activists as well as the villagers. It’s the opinion of the team that there is no 
rule of law and so land grabbing and cutting of mangroves for sale is unchecked and 
human rights defenders feel themselves unsecured and facing food, water and health 
insecurity. More over due to environmental degradation, fishing is becoming extinct day 
by day.  

On May occasions Haji Abu Bakar and Abdul Ganai on behalf of villagers approached 
police of the area to take action against the land grabbers and register criminal cases 
because of their criminal activities but police failed to do so and contrararily registered 
fabricated cases against 18-25 villagers filed by the land mafia. Police attempted to arrest 
those villagers three to four times in February but women protested against the police 
whenever the police raided their area.  

The land mafia even cut off drinking water resources. The villagers have to buy five 
thousands gallon of water tanks from the city every day and women get water from the 
tank for drinking and cooking.  

The team visited the office of the Haji younus …Uounus Abad Kaka village Sandspit 
Maripoor Road Karachi Mr. Abu Bakar s/o M.Umer the nephew of the Haji Younus 
narrated that on 5th of May, 2011 that they have been living here since 40 years. The day 
of incident he was presented in the marriage ceremony. One of his org. activists was shot 
dead by Aijaz, Abubaker, Abdul Ghani and. An FIR was registered against the killers, 
police raided the houses of the above culprits and arrested four persons but they were 
released on 6th of May, 2011 at 11 a.m. He denied the arrest of Abu Bakar and Abdul 
Ghani. He narrated that Abu Baker and Ghani were not swimmer both were flew away 
when police raided their house and try to reach at the Tapoo of the Shums pir and droned 
in the sea water. One of his relative yousuf informed that he put out the dead bodies from 
the water.   Further more he denied the land grabbing. He stated that they are owner of 
the land from their forth fathers. Haji younus and his son are not available and don’ts 
know the where about. 

The team visited the Mari poor police station, SHO was not presented Mr. … ASI stated 
that he was not on duty at the day of incident. He narrated that the police party raided the 
houses of culprits for arrest,   according to the FIR at 2. a.m on 6th of May, there were 
nothing women police with the police party, however, the effectives always complain 
against the police without any reason. He is not able to provide more information. 

The team asked for further steps regarding the murder of their activist.  Muhammad Ali 
shah the president of Fisher folk stated that:- 

 The President PFF Mr. Muhammad Ali Shah  and General Secretary Mr. Saeed Baloch 
were launching campaign against the land mafia of Kaka Pir Village in particular and of 
the entire coast line. They have written several letters to the Sindh government, held 
rallies and hunger strikes.  
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On February 8, PFF arranged a march starting from Kaka pir village to Kiamari.  

It is pertinent to mention here that land grabbing and the mangrove cutting in the 
mangrove forest area along the coast is continue in the area of  Kaka pir village since 
1990, causing serious concerns to the villagers.  

During PFF march the seriousness of the present law and order situation  in Kaka pir was 
reported to SSP Kiamari and Ms. Shelha Raza, Deputy Speaker of the Sindh Assembly, 
the assured that Station House Officer (SHO) Maripur would be suspended within three 
days and action would be taken against Haji Younis and his son Zulifiqar Younis (who 
was Town Nazim, Kiamari and involved in land grabbing) and queshment of fake FIRs 
against PFF Chairperson Mr. Muhammad Ali shah and action would be taken against 
land grabbers.  
 
Previously a meeting with Zulifiqar Mirza, Home Minister ofSindh, was held in which he 
formed a committee in supervision of Pakistan People’s Party leader Lal Bux Bhutto to 
investigate the grievances of Kakapir villagers in detail and submit report. But no action 
was taken till this date. 

FFT feels that Sindh government has failed protect life and property of fisher folks such 
as right to life, food and land, which the Pakistan government guarantees in its 
Constitution and also by ratifying the international human rights laws.  

An immediate investigation and arrest of alleged perpetrators are acquired.  

Office bearers of the fisher folk, members of civil society and NGO’s working in the area 
who are being threatened must be protected from land and drug mafias and land grabbers 
and other criminals.     

Furthermore, FFT urges Chief Minister Sindh to intervene into the overall situation of 
fisher folks to curb criminal activities in Kakapir, protect people of the area and 
perpetrators should be brought to justice. 

Observations:- 

This is admitted fact that Abu Bakar, the nephew of the Haji Younus stated that they 
snatched the office of the fisher folk and right now it is under the occupation of his 
organization.     

There is a lot of peace of burned iron found in the destroyed office of the Fisher Folk 
which witnessed that a type of bomb blast occurred 

Abu Bakar and Abdul Ghani both were expert swimmer, and the family show their 
pictures and certificate getting prize a as swimmer.  
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Some young’s confirmed both of them as a teacher of swimming. 

Space between the Kakapeer and Shums I’ land is near about 250 to 300 Meters. Reach 
the I’land by swimming is a easy task to any Fisherman.  

This is a general information or practice that a person droved into the sea his/her dead 
body to take up over 40 hours to  came up to the water. While Abu Bakar and Ghani’s 
dead bodies found after few hours.    

The posters and pictures of MNA’s  MPA’s, chairperson and other top leaders are posted 
on the walls of the office of the Haji Younus shown the high profile shelter of the present 
Government.    

Haji Yasin and Zulfiqar younus and others still not arrested while Two FIR were 
registered against them. 

Reported by A.Hai  
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Annex ‐3: Asian Human Rights Commissions Appeals and updates: 

PAKISTAN: The villages of fisher folk are being grabbed by powerful persons 

from the ruling party  

22 January 2011  

Dear friends, 

The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has received information that the land 
mafia from the ruling party is occupying the villages of fisher folk by using force and 
destroying the eco system of the coast by earth filling in the sea and cutting the mangrove 
forests. One infamous land grabber, Mr. Haji Muhammad Younus attacked a century-old 
fishermen’s village, the Kakkapir, to vacate the village by its inhabitants, injuring many 
persons by firing at huts of the village. The police refused to file the FIR (first 
information report) owing to the involvement of powerful persons. Two fishermen who 
reported in writing about the incident to the police were searched by the armed men of 
the land grabbers to punish them for lodging a complaint. The land grabbers have 
occupied many villages and encroached upon them to make houses for commercial 
purposes. A vast area of the coastal line was filled with earth through land filling and 
converted into commercial areas.  

CASE NARRATIVE  

Mr. Haji Muhammad Younus and his son Mr. Zulfiqar Younus are activists of the ruling 
party, Pakistan Peoples Party, and infamous for grabbing land around the coastal area of 
Mauripur, Karachi and encroaching on the small villages of the fisher folk. Mr. Zulfiqar 
was also the Town Nazim (Mayor) of Kemari Town during the regime of former General 
Musharraf for five years. The major coastal area comes under the Kemari town.  

On January 16, a group of about forty armed persons headed by Zulfiqar Younus attacked 
the Kakkapir village at 8.20 pm and fired automatic weapons for almost one hour at the 
huts, injuring many people. The villagers identified some attackers by name. Some 
identified armed men include Shakeel Ahmad S/O Siddique, Usman S/O Ali Muhammad, 
Faqeer S/O Usman, Ramzan S/O Ali Muhammad, Ishaque S/O Hussain, Shafi 
Muhammad S/O Haji Fazlu, Aslam alias Mamoo Jan S/O Haji Suleman and Majeed S/O 
Aali. Others can be identified when seen. During the attack they also damaged and fired 
upon the office of a social organization, working for the welfare and health care of the 
fisher folk, and looted the valuable assets of the office that costs, according to the 
villagers, about Rs. 300,000/=. 

  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-008-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-008-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
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The local activists of the village informed the police by calling 15 but the officers did not 
respond to the complaint. Then the leaders of Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, an organisation 
of the fishermen, called police to help and tried to lodge an FIR against the said group but 
the station house officer (SHO) Maripur, Mr. Nasrullah Khan, not only refused to do so 
but also insulted and asked the police to throw them out from the police station. 

Then hundreds of fishing persons including women and children under the leadership of 
the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum demonstrated against such lawlessness in front of Press 
Club Karachi on January 18, 2011. In reaction to the demonstration, some drunkard 
henchmen of the land grabber named Shakeel S/O Siddique, Shafi S/O Haji Fazlu, 
Muhammad Saleem S/O Urs and others again rushed into the village, abused and 
threatened the villagers that if any action was taken by the villagers then they would face 
serious consequences. 

Two persons of the village, Haji Abu Bakar S/O Haroon and Abdul Ghani S/O 
Muhammad Siddique, who first lodged the complaint of attack on January 16, were 
hiding because the attackers have threatened that those persons will face strong reactions 
from their group as they have reported the matter to the police. 

SUGGESTED ACTION  

Please write to authorities informing them that the land grabbing belonging to ruling 
party is harassing the poor villagers of the fisher folk to grab their century-old village 
through force and intimidation. Please urge upon them to prosecute the police officials of 
Maripur police station for refusing the right of the aggrieved party to file a complaint and 
also take legal action against the perpetrators for destroying the eco system by acquiring 
the filling the sea and cutting the mangroves plants along the coastal area. 

The AHRC is writing a separate letter to UN Special Rapporteur on the Question of 
Housing rights calling for his intervention into this case. 
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PAKISTAN: Petition to President Zardarai urging the arrest of killers of 

fisherfolk activists  

May 16, 2011  

Dear President, 

The Pakistan Fishefolk Forum draw your attention to the matter which extensively 
reflects the law of the jungle in Pakistan and more importantly demonstrates the sheer 
inhuman misuse of political and administrative power coupled with assault, mishandling 
and torture.  

Mangroves forests are the breeding grounds for fish, the mating grounds for migratory 
birds and strong safeguards against violent tides. But pitiably, despite the great 
significance of mangroves, these sea plants in Pakistan have been left most neglected. 
The swamps of mangroves have been decreasing day by day owing to various underlying 
and immediate causes, both natural and manmade. So far, the area of mangroves has been 
reduced to 86,000 hectares from 600,000 hectares, recorded some years back. Keeping 
this bleak situation in consideration, the Forest and Wildlife Department ,Government of 
Sindh, has declared the mangroves forests of Thatta and Karachi as "Protected Forests" 
through notification no: F & W (SO11)5(18)2008: dated 2nd November, 2010.  
 
Despite the desperate condition of mangroves, land grabbing mafia has been unendingly 
encroaching upon the coastal land through reclaiming by earth filling. Many acres of 
mangrove has been reclaimed in the name of developing model villages in the 
administrative limits of Keamari and Bin Qasim towns of Karachi, creating threats to the 
local communities. Land grabbers, enjoying the backing of certain government officials 
and political leaders have destroyed wide areas by cleansing the mangroves forests, 
making the land for commercial purposes.  

Against such destruction of Mangroves, Environment Friends of Kaka Pir Village 
,SandsPit launched campaign against the land Mafia from the platform of Pakistan 
Fisherfolk Forum from January, 2011. They wrote letters to various concerned authorities 
to take immediate action to check the destruction. As a resultant, sea lord Haji 
Younis,Zulfiqar Younis along with accomplices attacked the Kaka Pir Village in January 
of this year, tortured the villagers and mishandled the women . After this attack the police 
refused to register the complaint by the Haji Abu and Abdul Ganai on behalf of all 
villagers and instead of arresting the culprits the police registered the fabricated cases 
against many of the villagers. The police attempted to arrest those villagers three to four 
times in February but the women protested against the police whenever they came. 
Besides, local sea lords with support of the police unleashed a series of fabricated cases 
against the fisherman of kaka Pir village in order to make them to quit from the cases.  
 
But, Mr. President, the environment friends are fearless. They continued their unending 
and tireless campaign against sea lords and Land Mafia. They launched a mega campaign 
against all this form the platform of the Fisherfolk forum, a right based Civil Society 
Organization. PFF carried out various activities ranging from writing letters to civil 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FOL-006-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FOL-006-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
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society organizations, concerned authorities, appeals to the Asian Human Rights 
Commission, the Supreme Court of Pakistan, held demonstrations, Hunger strikes and 
ultimately held a short march which started from Kaka Pir Village Kiamari on 8 February 
and culminated outside of press club the next day. In the midst, the marchers staged Sit In 
demonstration outside of the Sindh Assembly where SSP Kiamari and Ms. Shelha Raza, 
Deputy Speaker Sindh Assembly ensured that SHO Mari Pur will be suspended within 
three days; secondly action will be taken against Haji younis and his son Zulifiqar 
Younis, Ex Town Nazim Kiamari involved in land grabbing and registration of fake FIRs 
against PFF Chairperson and violence of PFF local Community; thirdly a firm action will 
be taken against other land grabbers involved in land filling. Besides, a meeting with 
Honourable Zulifiqar Mirza, Ex Home Minister Sindh was held where he formed a 
committee in supervision of PPP leader Lal Bux Bhutto to inquire about the issue in 
details and submit the report. In light of decisions into the meeting, Honourable Home 
Minister has also telephoned you not to take any actions against anyone before the report 
is submitted. But, despite such promises land grabbing, mishandling of Kaka Pir 
Villagers and a series of Fabricated Cases against the villagers did not come to an end. So 
far five fabricated FIRs ( No : 43/11, 53/11 ,25/2011, 118/2011, 109/2011) have been 
registered against Kaka Pir Villagers including Muhammad Ali Shah, Chiarperson, PFF.  
 
Mr. President, during the campaign, Haji Younis, Zulfiqar Younis along with their 
accomplices with support of SHO Mari geared up their threats posed to the Kaka Pir 
Villagers. Therefore, PFF Chairperson began to write to concerned authorities to remind 
them of their promises and to seek protection for Kaka Pir Villagers. On 15 February, He 
wrote letter to Shehla Raza, Deputy Speaker, Sindh Assembly that "In reaction to this 
peaceful campaign the sea lord, Haji younis, has reportedly planned to make onslaught 
and torture the villagers of kaka Pir in the disguise of a peaceful demonstration. 
Therefore, we extend our request to take action and provide us protection against the 
imminent and possible onslaught. We are extending you request to you instead of SHO 
Maripur because he himself has been involved in entire game of land grabbing and 
harassment of PFF workers". On 15 February, he wrote letters to Taluka Police 
Officer,Kiamar,DIG Police and IG police that "In reaction to this peaceful campaign Haji 
younis has reportedly planned to make onslaught and torture on the villagers of kaka Pir 
into disguise of peaceful demonstration. Therefore, we extend you request to take action 
and provide us protection against the imminent and possible onslaught. We are extending 
you request you instead of SHO Maripur because he himself has been involved in entire 
game of land grabbing and harassment of PFF workers".  

On 3rd March he wrote letter to GIG Head quarter for taking due action against the land 
grabbers cautioning that their lives has been threatened.  

But despite all these efforts, the government did not take any due action. Land grabbers 
grabed land unchecked .The station house officer (SHO) of Maripur police was left free 
to demonstrate his highhandedness. Therefore, Kaka Pir villagers continued their efforts 
from the legal front as well. Abdul Gani, the lead campaigner registered case against Haji 
Younis and his accomplices as well sindh Government, DIG Operation, West zone 
Karachi, town police Officer, West zone Karachi, SHO Maripur , Board of Revenue 
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Government of Sindh, Karachi against the Mangroves cutting. As a result on the Petition 
No: D.326 /2011, High Court Karachi gave stay order against cutting of Mangroves on 11 
April, 2011.  

Mr. President, The stay order by the court somehow posed a threat to the nefarious 
intentions of Land Grabbers to clean off entire land of mangroves and to do business of 
plotting. As a result, Haji Younis, and his father Zulfiqar Younis, their accomplices along 
with police team of SHO Maripur violently and shamefully broke on the Kaka Pir 
Villagers on 5 May at Night Time. They blasted the office of PFF, murdered two activist 
leaders: Haji Abubakar, Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum president of Kaka Village unit and 
Abdul Gani Mirbahar, General Secretary of Karachi division PFF. In urgent reaction, a 
FIR against the Haji Younis, Zulfiqar Younis No: 93/11 dated 6-5-11. The case was 
registered by the brother of martyred Abdul Gani, namely Akbar alias Aku at Docks 
Thatta, Liayri Town. Besides, Asian Human Rights Commission released Petition. But 
despite the lapse of many days Culprits are yet free.SHO Maripur is yet on job.And The 
Villagers of Kaka Pir Village are yet at risk.  
 
Therefore, Mr. President, you are requested to take due action as check could be given to 
cutting of Mangroves ,Culprits should be brought to justice and SHO Maripur could be 
suspended and Kaka Pir Villagers can breathe a sigh of relief.  
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PAKISTAN:  Sindh  government  provides  protection  to  the  killers  of  the 

Fisherfolk Forum activists instead of the victims and their families  

 

May 20, 2011  

The activists of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum and members of civil society was brutally 
baton charged and manhandled by the police in front of the Provincial Assembly 
building. Twelve protestors were injured including four women and eight men. The 
Forum had already informed the authorities some four days before that they would hold a 
sit-in outside the assembly in protest of the killing of their two activists.  

The protestors were demanding the arrest of the killers of two activists of the Pakistan 
Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) who were killed after their abduction by the two local leaders of 
the ruling party, the Pakistan Peoples' Party, and their henchmen. Before their abduction 
the henchmen of the land grabbers of the ruling party attacked the Kakka village, 
Karachi, warning the villagers to vacate the land otherwise they would be forcibly 
displaced. The village is centuries old and was registered by the then British government. 
The land has become prime land because of the development in the area. The perpetrators 
have already grabbed vast area of the seashore by cutting the mangroves and building 
illegal structures. 

A good number of women also joined the protest who came from different cities of 
Sindh, including Karachi, Thatta, Badin, Sanghar, Dadu, Jamshoro, Hyderabad, Matiari 
etc. They gathered outside the Karachi Press Club and chanted slogans against the 
government and police for their failure to arrest the killers and demanded that the 
authorities bring the suspects to justice. The protesters then decided to march towards the 
Chief Minister's House to stage a sit-in but the policemen deployed a roadblock 
effectively blocking the artery leading to the Chief Minister's House and baton-charged 
the protesters. They fired tear gas shells in order to disperse the crowd but the PFF 
activists continued to protest.  

The apathy of the situation is that the police refuse to file a First Information Report 
(FIR) even 14 days after the incident on the instructions of some powerful persons from 
the ruling party -- a total disrespect of the law by the very authorities responsible for 
maintaining the rule of the law. 

The irony is that no other political party or member of the assembly joined the fisher 
folk's protest rally or condemned the killing of the two activists. The land grabbing at the 
coastal areas has never been criticised by the political parties of the government or the 
opposition.  
 
It is regrettable that the Sindh provincial authorities are providing impunity to the 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-062-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-062-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-062-2011/?searchterm=Pakistan%20Fisherfolk%20Forum
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perpetrators by not ordering the police to file a murder case against the attackers. The 
murder of the activists took place 14 days ago yet no FIR has been filed. It is quite 
evident that the ruling party and government are either involved in such crimes or are 
happy to turn a blind eye to them. 

The Asian Human Rights Commission urges the government to arrest the killers of the 
PFF activists and prosecute the station house officer (SHO) of the Mauripur police 
station, Karachi for not observing the law by refusing to file FIR. The police have a legal 
and moral duty to protect the victims and their families and not the very perpetrators of 
the violence.  

PAKISTAN: Police fail to arrest the murderers of two fisher folk activists 

whereas encouraging false charges upon the villagers  

 

June 2, 2011 

Dear friends, 

The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has received updated information from 
the fact finding team that conducted a fact finding mission concerning two deceased 
fisher folk activists murdered by a land mafia on May 6, 2011. The police initially 
refused to register the case against the alleged murderers, and the Medico Legal Officer 
did not report the torture marks on the dead body, despite the fact that villagers and the 
victims’ relatives saw the marks. The police, along with land mafia thugs, came to arrest 
the deceased victims based on false charges concocted concerning the victims before they 
were killed. The police in this area have been serving only the land mafia, members of 
which are politically and economically influential locally, encouraging false charges and 
killings against the poor fisher folks. In November 2010, the Sindh Province 
administration declared the mangrove forest of Thatha and Karachi to be a protected 
forest. However, the government has failed to protect the forest as well as the villagers 
fighting for forest protection.  

UPDATED INFORMATION: 

The AHRC has been reporting a series of statements about two deceased fisher folk 
activists, Mr. Haji Abu Bakar and Mr. Abdul Ghani. The AHRC reports have criticized 
the police who initially refused to register the First Information Report (FIR) against the 
alleged perpetrators – Mr. Haji Muhammad Younis, and his son Mr. Zulfiqar Younis, 
notorious land mafia members, and their thugs in the area. The police have supported the 
alleged perpetrators by accepting fabricated charges against the deceased activists and by 
torturing villagers who peacefully protested and demanded the arrest of the perpetrators. 
It is also alleged that perpetrators bribed the Medico Legal Officer, who then did not 

http://www.humanrights.asia/countries/pakistan/protect-fisherfolks
http://www.humanrights.asia/countries/pakistan/protect-fisherfolks
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mention anything about the torture marks on the bodies of the victims in his report, 
despite the fact that the villagers and the victims’ relatives witnessed those marks on the 
bodies.  
 
The police registered the FIR (no. 93/11) against Haji Younis and Zulfiqar Younis, dated 
May 6, 2011 and submitted by the brother of the deceased Abdul Ghani, Mr. Akbar at the 
Docks police station in Docks Thatta, Liayri Town. The police have not launched an 
investigation into the case registered against the land mafia, which has a good 
relationship with influential politicians. Instead, the police have been interrogating and 
assaulting the villagers and fisher folk leaders, who had false charges registered against 
them by the land mafia. The unjust police action in favor of the land mafia resulted in the 
killing of the fisher folk activists.  

According to the fact finding mission conducted on May 8, there was a wedding 
ceremony in Kaka pir village before the murder happened. During the ceremony, Mr. 
Moosa Mir Bahar, son of Mohammad Ismail, a member of a co-operative society of 
fishermen, allegedly had a heart attack in the middle of heavy aerial firing and died on 
the way to the hospital. Mr. Faqiro was also injured at that time. On May 5, Mr. Faqir 
Muhammad, son of Muhammad Usman Resident of Kaka pir village (who is known as a 
member of the Haji Younis’s group), registered a fabricated FIR against Haji Abu Baker, 
Ghulam, Aijaz and Ishaq.  

On the same day night, the police – along with Mr. Haji Muhammad Younus, Zulfiqar 
Younus and approximately 25 armed persons – came to Kaka pir village. Station House 
Officer (SHO) Nasrullah Khan of Maripur police station, along with police officers riding 
in three police vans and private vehicles, surrounded the houses of Haji Abu Baker, 
Abdul Ghani and Aijaz. 

Starting at around 6pm on May 5, land mafia thugs roamed around the village and 
disturbed the villagers. They started violently assaulting the villagers at 2am, early in the 
morning of May 6. Together with a police team under the supervision of the SHO, the 
thugs destroyed the houses and assaulted the villagers. They also assaulted women in the 
village, grabbing their hair and shouting with verbal abuse. When they failed to find 
Abdul Ghani, they trespassed upon the office of Mangroves Eco Tourism and used a 
grenade to destroy office property such as a computer, furniture and other equipment. 
They also intruded into Mr. Haji Siddiq’s house and disturbed his family.  
 
Meanwhile, young boys and other villagers fled for their safety and hid themselves in the 
mangrove forest. However, when coming out of the forest at night, they were caught by 
the armed thugs and police, and were assaulted.  
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The police arrested four villagers, who were then released on May 6 at 11 am. Later on 
that day, the bodies of Haji Abu Baker and Abdul Ghani were found near Shams Pir 
Island coast, an hour away from Kaka Pir Village by boat. 

False cases have been lodged against the villagers as detailed below. 

1. FIR number 43/11 dated April 11, 2011 
Mr. Abdul Ghani, son of Muhammad who was murdered 
Mr.Shakeel, son of Juma 
Mr. Basheer Ahmed Haji Sidique 

2. FIR number 53/11 dated February 1, 2011  
Mr. Haji Abubakar, son of Haroon,  
Mr. Abdul Ghani, son of Muhammad who was murdered  
Mr. Hashim, son of Muhammad 
Mr. Adam, son of Umar  
Mr. Aijaz, son of Muhammad Sidique  
Mr. Haji Muhammad Sidique, son of Salih Muhammad 
Mr. Muhammad Ali Shah (Chairperson of PFF) 
Mr. Basheer, son of Muhammad Sadique 
Mr. Muhammad Sidique, son of Muhammad Ibraheem  

3. FIR number 25/11 dated February 1, 2011  
Mr. Akbar alias Akoo  

4. Mr. Aijaz, son of Muhammad Sidique  
Mr. Muhammad Ali 
Mr. Hashim, son of Muhammad 
Mr. Abu Bakar, son of Haji Younis  

5. FIR number 118/2011 dated April 3, 2011 
PFF workers and Kaka pir villagers 

6. 5. FIR number 109/2011 dated March 21, 2011  
PFF workers and Kaka pir villagers  
For more details about the background and campaign, please see the statements 
below.  
 
AHRC-STM-062-2011: PAKISTAN: Sindh government provides protection to 
the killers of the Fisherfolk Forum activists instead of the victims and their 
families  
AHRC-UAU-024-2011: PAKISTAN: Call for immediate arrest of the murderers 
of two activist fishermen and stop the land grabbing  
AHRC-UAC-008-2011: PAKISTAN: The villages of fisher folk are being 
grabbed by powerful persons from the ruling party.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-008-2011/?searchterm=UAC-008-2011
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-062-2011
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAU-024-2011
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
Approximately, 27 acres of the village’s mangrove land, where fisher folk have 
been living for decades, have been stolen and sold for private profits by a land 
mafia. The land mafira does not have legal title to the land. The Forest and 
Wildlife Department of Sindh province, in its Notification (No. F & W 
(SOII)5(18)/2008 dated November 2, 2010), declared the mangrove forests of 
Thatta and Karachi to be “Protected Forest” with immediate effect under the 
Section 29 of the Forest Act 1927. The Forest Act clearly states that the 
‘Protected Forest’ is the property of Government, or over which the Government 
has proprietary right, or to the whole or any part of the forest-produce to which 
the Government is entitled. 
However, even after the Notification, the land mafia continues to cut the 
mangrove trees and occupy the land for their private profits. The Sindh 
administration has failed to protect the forest it declared to be “protected.” The 
Forest Act requires the punishment of those who infringe the Notification, but the 
Sindh administration has taken no steps to hold the perpetrators accountable.  
 
Meanwhile, the deceased Abdul Ghani had filed a lawsuit (petition no. D 
326/2011) on the cutting of the mangroves against Haji Younis, the Sindh 
Province administration, DIG Operation of West Zone Karachi, Town Police 
Officer of West Zone Karachi, SHO Maripur Police Station, and the Board of 
Revenue of Sindh Province. On April 11, 2011, the High Court gave a stay order 
on mangrove cutting. The land mafia then allegedly murdered two fisher folk 
activists, ignoring the government Notification as well as the high court order.  
 
SUGGESTED ACTION:  
Please write to authorities to express your concern that the police failed to 
conduct an impartial investigation and to arrest the alleged perpetrators.  
 
The AHRC will write a separate letter to UN Special Rapporteurs on Human 
Rights Defenders and on the Right to Adequate Food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.humanrights.asia/countries/pakistan/laws/legislation/ForestAct1927.pdf
http://www.humanrights.asia/countries/pakistan/laws/legislation/ForestAct1927-Notifications.pdf
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Annex ‐4: Petition Letter of International Network for economic, 

social and cultural rights 
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Annex‐5: Media Coverage: 
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! Political parties back efforts for justice for ... - Daily Times 
10 Jun 2011 ... Political parties back efforts for justice for murdered 
fishermen. KARACHI: Representatives of political parties who attended 
an All Parties ... 
www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page...10-6-2011_pg7_13 - Cached 

!  Accused in PFF activists' murders 'guilty' | Pakistan Today ... 
KARACHI - An 11-member fact-finding team comprising activists of the Human 
Rights ... have found the accused in Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) activists 
Abdul Ghani and Haji Abu ... the police and the accused before preparing their 
report. ... Mirza had formed an inquiry committee under the supervision of 
Pakistan ... 
www.pakistantoday.com.pk/.../accused-in-pff-activists’-murders-‘guilty’/ - Cached 

! National - Daily Times - Leading News Resource of Pakistan 
10 Jun 2011 ... Political parties back efforts for justice for murdered ... 
www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page...10-6-2011_pg7 - Cached 

! Clamorous calls for justice for murdered fishermen 
10 Jun 2011 ... Karachi Representatives of all political parties that joined 
the ... for the efforts to obtain justice for the two murdered fishermen. ... 
thenews.jang.com.pk/TodaysPrintDetail.aspx?ID=51682...4... - Cached 

! Political parties back efforts for justice for mur... - Silobreaker 
10 Jun 2011 ... Political parties back efforts for justice for murdered 
fishermen. 
www.silobreaker.com/political-parties-back-efforts-for-justice-for-
murdered- fishermen-5_2264628964750262320 - Cached 

! Political parties back struggle of fishermen | Pakistan News ... 
Political parties back struggle of fishermen. ... expressed complete 
support for the efforts to obtain justice for the murdered of two 
fishermen leaders. ... 
www.onepakistan.com/.../105575-political-parties-back-struggle-of- 
fishermen.html - Cached 

! Destruction of mangroves & land mafia | Newspaper | DAWN.COM 
22 May 2011 ... The activists of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) 
have been campaigning against the land grabbers. It was this resistance 
that a group of ... 
www.dawn.com/2011/.../destruction-of-mangroves-land-mafia.html - 
Cached 

! 'Protect the mangroves' – The Express Tribune 
20 Feb 2011 ... Fishermen demand the government protect the mangrove 
forests that are the ... to save the mangroves, we have planned to 
continue the campaign to ... 25 Jan 2011 Save the mangroves: Pakistan 

http://www.google.com.pk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=8&ved=0CEgQFjAH&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F121053%2Fprotect-the-mangroves%2F&ei=COf8TZa4Nsqx8QP_tbypCQ&usg=AFQjCNGM6UW7Q5-6uypp-yxKtqIcvVo8cQ
http://www.google.com.pk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailytimes.com.pk%2Fdefault.asp%3Fpage%3D2011%255C06%255C10%255Cstory_10-6-2011_pg7_13&ei=guf8TeO6LdO48gPUxbypCQ&usg=AFQjCNHVa-288e5-Lpj9-Ol8UI1DQwO2sA
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:MbnWF4J6ockJ:www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp%3Fpage%3D2011%255C06%255C10%255Cstory_10-6-2011_pg7_13+Political+parties+back+efforts+for+justice+for+murdered+fishermen&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
http://www.google.com.pk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CCUQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pakistantoday.com.pk%2F2011%2F05%2Faccused-in-pff-activists%25E2%2580%2599-murders-%25E2%2580%2598guilty%25E2%2580%2599%2F&ei=Udz-TZHEKMWEhQe98bCcCw&usg=AFQjCNF24MnEwixc5_BulNbqZe-tSCWTiQ
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:fujazWxYxwYJ:www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/05/accused-in-pff-activists%E2%80%99-murders-%E2%80%98guilty%E2%80%99/+Report+of+Fact+Finding+Committe+committe-Pakistan+Fisherfolk+forum&cd=3&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C06%5C10%5Cmain_10-6-2011_pg7
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:PSYvdmHEtF0J:www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp%3Fpage%3D2011%255C06%255C10%255Cmain_10-6-2011_pg7+Political+parties+back+efforts+for+justice+for+murdered+fishermen&cd=2&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
http://www.google.com.pk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CCYQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenews.jang.com.pk%2FTodaysPrintDetail.aspx%3FID%3D51682%26Cat%3D4%26dt%3D6%2F10%2F2011&ei=guf8TeO6LdO48gPUxbypCQ&usg=AFQjCNE4RfUjp_-1ceZwW9vcMBOz2I3SVA
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:DMfdBm6RiXMJ:thenews.jang.com.pk/TodaysPrintDetail.aspx%3FID%3D51682%26Cat%3D4%26dt%3D6/10/2011+Political+parties+back+efforts+for+justice+for+murdered+fishermen&cd=3&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
http://www.silobreaker.com/political-parties-back-efforts-for-justice-for-murdered-fishermen-5_2264628964750262320
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:HQsHt1ifQ1AJ:www.silobreaker.com/political-parties-back-efforts-for-justice-for-murdered-fishermen-5_2264628964750262320+Political+parties+back+efforts+for+justice+for+murdered+fishermen&cd=5&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
http://www.onepakistan.com/news/local/karachi/105575-political-parties-back-struggle-of-fishermen.html
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:X9nz6HsDpBYJ:www.onepakistan.com/news/local/karachi/105575-political-parties-back-struggle-of-fishermen.html+Political+parties+back+efforts+for+justice+for+murdered+fishermen&cd=7&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
http://www.dawn.com/2011/05/22/destruction-of-mangroves-land-mafia.html
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:hxHUoszddRsJ:www.dawn.com/2011/05/22/destruction-of-mangroves-land-mafia.html+Pakistan+Fisherfolk+Forum-Compaign+for+Mangroves&cd=7&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
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Fisherfolk Forum sends memo to ... 
tribune.com.pk/story/121053/protect-the-mangroves/ - Cached 

! Martyrdom for mangroves | Pakistan Today | Latest news, Breaking ... 
KARACHI - The murder of two Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) ... had 
launched a campaign against the land mafia to protect the mangroves 
on the entire coast, ... 
www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/05/martyrdom-for-mangroves/ - 
Cached 

! Save the mangroves: Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum sends memo to ... 
25 Jan 2011 ... NGO claims police is helping 'influential persons' cut 
forests. 
tribune.com.pk/.../save-the-mangroves-pakistan-fisherfolk-forum-
sends- memo-to-government/ - Cached 

! PAKISTAN: Petition to President Zadarai urging the arrest of ... 
16 May 2011 ... Mangroves forests are the breeding grounds for fish, the mating 
grounds .... The case was registered by the brother of martyred Abdul Gani, ... 
www.humanrights.asia/news/.../AHRC-FOL-006-2011 - Indonesia - Cached 
 

! Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum | 
( Murder of 2 PFF leaders for defending the Mangrove forest) ... Pakistan 
for the next three years and Chairperson Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum 
(PFF) Mohammed ... 
www.pff.org.pk/ - Cached - Similar 

! Fishermen rally against mangroves cutting | 
21 Jan 2011 ... Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) chairman Mohammed 
Ali Shah, ... 
www.pff.org.pk/node/291 - Cached 

! International Mangroves Day Action | 
28 Jul 2009 ... The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum is a non-governmental ... 
www.pff.org.pk/node/200 - Cached 

! PAKISTAN: Petition to President Zadarai urging the arrest of ... 
16 May 2011 ... An Open Letter from the Pakistan Fisherfolk forum 
(PFF) ... The swamps of mangroves have been decreasing day by day 
owing to various ... 
www.humanrights.asia/news/.../AHRC-FOL-006-2011 - Indonesia - 
Cached 

! Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum | Facebook 
Pakistan Fisherfolk forum held a mega sit In demonstration in Karachi 
on19th May ... Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum. Destruction of mangroves & 
land mafia an ... 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pakistan-Fisherfolk-Forum/101480903277100
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:8J06EVistewJ:tribune.com.pk/story/121053/protect-the-mangroves/+Pakistan+Fisherfolk+Forum-Compaign+for+Mangroves&cd=8&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=pk&source=www.google.com.pk
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www.facebook.com/.../Pakistan-Fisherfolk-Forum/101480903277100 - 
Cached 

! Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum-PFF | LinkedIn 
The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PPF) will hold two days protest march 
against mangroves' chopping in coastal areas of the city by land 
grabbers. ... 
www.linkedin.com/groups/Pakistan-Fisherfolk-ForumPFF-3782183 - 
Cached 

! Martyrdom for mangroves | Pakistan Today | Latest news, Breaking ... 
KARACHI - The murder of two Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) office-
bearers - famous environmentalist and fisherman Abdul Ghani, who was 
struggling against ... 
www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/05/martyrdom-for-mangroves/ - 
Cached 

! Mangrove forest activist killed by mafia, SHC told | Metropolitan ... 
19 May 2011 ... Mangrove forest activist killed by mafia, SHC told ... 
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum leaders said their senior member had been 
'kidnapped' ... 
www.dawn.com/.../mangrove-forest-activist-killed-by-mafia-shc-told.html - 
Cached 

! Rally against mangroves cutting « earthPoems 
11 Feb 2011 ... Green Vision said: Rally against mangroves cutting: 
KARACHI, Feb 9: Activists of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) on 
Wednesday m… ... 
earthpoems.wordpress.com/2011/.../rally-against-mangroves-cutting/ - 
Cached 

! 'Protect the mangroves' – The Express Tribune 
20 Feb 2011 ... 25 Jan 2011Save the mangroves: Pakistan Fisherfolk 
Forum sends memo to government; 02 Feb 2011Cutting mangroves: 
Minister attends meeting to ... 
tribune.com.pk/story/121053/protect-the-mangroves/ - Cached 

! Destruction of mangroves & land mafia | Newspaper | DAWN.COM 
22 May 2011 ... The activists of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) 
have been campaigning ... The area of mangroves has been reduced to 
86000 hectares from ... 
www.dawn.com/2011/.../destruction-of-mangroves-land-mafia.html - 
Cached 

! UNPO: Sindh: Karachi Being Rapidly Stripped of Mangrove Cover 
15 Jul 2008 ... KARACHI: Large tracts of mangrove forests under the 
control of multiple ... alleged Abdullah, working with the Pakistan 

http://www.unpo.org/article/8403
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Fisherfolk Forum. ... 
www.unpo.org/article/8403 - Cached 

! Fishermen protest against anti-mangroves actions 
9 Feb 2011 ... Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) organised a 2-day 
miles-long march of ... He said the logging of mangroves would not only 
expose the city to ... 
agrihunt.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article... - Cached 
 

! YouTube - Martyrs of mangroves.mp4 
14 May 2011 ... Martyrs of mangroves.mp4. mustafagurgaze 5 videos. 
Subscribe ... Added to queue Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum's Long 
Marchby mustafagurgaze71 ... 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=STZfXTqA404 - Cached 

! Fishermen protest against anti-mangroves actions 
9 Feb 2011 ... Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) organised a 2-day 
miles-long march of ... He said the logging of mangroves would not only 
expose the city to ... 
agrihunt.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article... - Cached 

! UNPO: Sindh: Karachi Being Rapidly Stripped of Mangrove Cover 
15 Jul 2008 ... KARACHI: Large tracts of mangrove forests under the 
control of multiple ... alleged Abdullah, working with the Pakistan 
Fisherfolk Forum. ... 
www.unpo.org/article/8403 - Cached 

! Concept Paper.doc - Yimg 
File Format: Microsoft Word - View as HTML 
6 May 2011 ... Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum being the sole representative 
organization ... Over the last five decades, mangrove forests in Pakistan 
have been ... 
xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/12402995/263690203/name/Concept+Paper.doc 

! Forests | Pakistan Environment and Health Portal 
Rally against mangroves cutting. KARACHI, Feb 9: Activists of the 
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) on Wednesday marched from the ICI 
traffic intersection on ... 
pakenvironmentandhealth.org/category/subjects/forests - Cached 

! REFERENCES 1. Adam, D.A. (1953). Factors Influencing Vascular ... 
File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - Quick View 
Restoration of. Mangrove Ecosystems. International Society for 
Mangrove Ecosystems,. Okinawa, Japan, 160-169. 95. Pakistan 
Fisherfolk Forum (2005). ... 
prr.hec.gov.pk/Chapters/28S-0.pdf 

! Pakistan: Rally Against Mangrove Forests Destruction - Indigenous ... 

http://indigenouspeoplesissues.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8895:pakistan-rally-against-mangrove-forests-destruction&catid=63:central-asia-indigenous-peoples&Itemid=85
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11 Feb 2011 ... Activists of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) on 
Tuesday staged a rally on Mauripur Road against removal of mangroves 
from the city`s ... 
indigenouspeoplesissues.com/index.php?...pakistan...mangrove... - 
Cached 

! Videos for Mangroves-Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum 
 
! ESCR-Net: Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum[ENG] 

1 May 2008 ... The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) is a civil society 
organization created in May of 1998. The PFF aims to protect the 
socioeconomic and ... 
www.escr-net.org/members/members_show.htm?doc_id... - Cached - 
Similar 

! Cutting mangroves: Minister attends meeting to show his love ... 
2 Feb 2011 ... The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) had organised this 
meeting on ... 25 Jan 2011Save the mangroves: Pakistan Fisherfolk 
Forum sends memo to ... 
tribune.com.pk/.../cutting-mangroves-minister-attends-meeting-to-show-
his- love-believes-he-doesnt-need-to-do-anything-else/ - Cached 

!  - Fishermen protest against anti-mangroves actions 
9 Feb 2011 ... Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) organised a 2-day 
miles-long march of ... He said the logging of mangroves would not only 
expose the city to ... 
www.brecorder.com/news/agriculture.../pakistan/1153229:news.html - 
Cached 

! Week-long protest for 'mangrove martyrs' | Pakistan Today | Latest ... 
8 May 2011 ... Mangrove forest. PFF announces province-wide mourning 
for Abdul Ghani and Haji Abu Bakar from 10th. KARACHI - The Pakistan 
Fisherfolk Forum ... 
www.pakistantoday.com.pk/.../week-long-protest-for-‘mangrove-martyrs’/ 
- Cached 

! Rally against mangrove forests destruction | Metropolitan | DAWN.COM 
26 Jan 2011 ... KARACHI, Jan 25: Activists of the Pakistan Fisherfolk 
Forum (PFF) on Tuesday staged a rally on Mauripur Road against 
removal of mangroves ... 
www.dawn.com/.../rally-against-mangrove-forests-destruction.html - 
Cached 

! Commonwealth Fisheries Programme Complete Final Study Tour 
Other visits were supported by IUCN (to Korangi Creek mangrove 
plantations) and by Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (to Ibrahim Hyderi 

http://www.commonwealthfisheries.org/news.php?newsid=18
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communities). ... 
www.commonwealthfisheries.org/news.php?newsid=18 - Cached 

! Daily Times - Leading News Resource of Pakistan - Avoiding natural ... 
2 Feb 2011 ... Swift action urged to stop chopping mangroves. By Haris 
Hanif ... at a consultative forum, organized by the Pakistan Fisherfolk 
Forum (PFF) ... 
www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page...2-2-2011_pg12_4 - Cached 

! English Editorials | Murder of activists | Pakistan Muslim League ... 
... men associated with the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum remains a murky 
affair. ... was almost certainly a dispute over the future of our coastal 
mangroves. ... 
www.pmln.org.pk/editorials/en_1669_murder-of-activists.pmln - Cached 

! Growth of new mangrove plants enriches Indus Delta 
9 Apr 2011 ... Ameer Bux Jat, a local activist of the Pakistan Fisherfolk 
Forum (PFF) from Kharo Chhan, said that the growth of mangroves in 
large numbers ... 
www.thenews.com.pk/TodaysPrintDetail.aspx?ID=40655...4... - Cached 
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